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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 12-26 are active in tliis application as the result of the election. Claims 1- 
1 1 and 27-93 are withdrawn from consideration. 

2. This application is the National Stage of International Application No. 
PCT/US2004/008406 filed on March 18, 2004, which claims the benefit of U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application No. 60/455,739 filed on March 18, 2003. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 01/24/2006 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Abstraction 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, 
"The disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The 
disclosure describes," etc. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 12-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 12, there is insufficient antecedent basis for "the set of access 
rights". The claim also recites "so that the receiver's second set of access right evolves 
as an automated function of the first set of access rights" and "iteration of access 
evolution" which is vague and indefinite as to it's unclear what Applicant is trying to 
claim. 

Regarding claim 26, there is insufficient antecedent basis for "the entity" and "the 
manage exclusion". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 12-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 12, this claim is for a method/process. To satisfy the 101 
requirements, a process must (1) be tied to another statutory class (such as a particular 
apparatus or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or materials) to 
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a different state or thing. Since either of the requirements is met by the recited claim, 
claim 1 is rejected as being directed to non-statutory subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, pubUshed under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Enghsh language. 

7. Claims 12-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lehmann (US 

7,246,164). 

Regarding claim 12, Lehmann discloses a computer implemented method of 
access evolution for automating the sharing of access rights in a computer environment 
having one or more access sharing relationships (See page 3, col. 10-17, "a personal 
relationship management system is provided for managing and sharing information 
among large groups of users... facilitates user-managed information flow to groups of 
associated users. ..members of the online network may control who has access to any 
given piece of information they create and distribute, as well as what information may 
be presented to them by other users"), comprising the steps of: 



a) creating an access sharing relationship (See col. 3, lines 22-27, "allows users 
in the online network to mutually agree to become associated. ..via a two-way 
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acknowledgement procedure... a "handshake" by which consenting users within the 
online network may explicitly approve information flow there between") in which an 
access provider having a first set of access rights shares at least a subset of the set of 
access rights with an access receiver having a second set of access rights (See col. 3, 
lines 51-64, the author (corresponding to access provider) assign access rights to each 
information object, thus defining which classed of associated users (corresponding to 
access receiver) may receive the information object. Only users on the author's 
connection list can be assigned access rights), so that the receiver's second set of 
access rights evolves as an automated function of the first set of access rights by way 
of the shared subset (See col. 3, lines 59-64, "the information may be presented in a 
newspaper-like format by means of an automated document generation toll having both 
pre-defined and customizable criteria, selected by the receiving user, for displaying 
such information objects"), wherein the access sharing relationship is one of one or 
more access sharing relationships in a network of access control (See col. 3, lines 22- 
24); 

b) defining the subset based on constraints of the access sharing relationship 
(See col. 3, lines 51-58); and 

c) sharing the subset with the access receiver (See col. 3, lines 55-56, "only 
users on the author's connection list can be assigned access rights"), wherein the steps 
of defining and sharing comprise an iteration of access evolution (See col. 22-27, 
information flow therebetween). 
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Regarding claim 13, Lehmann discloses wherein the sharing is implennented by 
derived access control, such that the access receiver derives access from the provider 
(See col. 3, lines 59-64). 

Regarding claim 14, Lehmann discloses wherein the access sharing relationship 
is a first access sharing relationship further comprising creating a second access 
sharing relationship in the computer environment, wherein the access receiver of the 
first access sharing relationship is also the access provider in the second access 
sharing relationship (See Figures 3 and 4, and Col. 10, lines 1-32 and col. 12, lines 51- 
55). 

Regarding claim 15, Lehmann discloses wherein the access sharing relationship 
is a first access sharing relationship further comprising creating a second access 
sharing relationship in the computer environment, wherein the access provider of the 
first access sharing relationship is also the access receiver in the second access 
sharing relationship (See Figures 3 and 4, and Col. 10, lines 1-32 and col. 12, lines 51- 
55). 
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Regarding claim 16, Lehmann discloses creating another access sharing 
relationship that is symmetrical to the access sharing relationship, such that an access 
provider in the another access sharing relationship is the access receiver in the access 
sharing relationship and an access receiver in the another access sharing relationship is 
the access provider in the access sharing relationship, creating a bi-directional access 
sharing relationship (See col. 3, lines 22-25, "mutually agree to become associated... as 
a "handshake""). 

Regarding claim 17, Lehmann discloses wherein the step for sharing shares 
access to at least one of an entity and a file (See col. 10, lines 39-57, "networking 
club"). 

Regarding claim 18, Lehmann discloses evolving the access rights of the 
receiver over time in response to changes in the access rights of the provider (See col. 

10, lines 1-32). 

Regarding claim 19, Lehmann discloses wherein the access rights include 
access constraints (See col. 4, lines 20-32). 
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Regarding claim 20, Lehmann discloses wherein the step of defining the subset 
includes removing from the subset another subset of access, wherein the another 
subset contains access for which a manage exclusion is applied, so that the evolution is 
deferred by the manage exclusion for a limited or unlimited period time during serial 
workflow (See col. 10, lines 61-64). 

Regarding claim 21, Lehmann discloses wherein the step of defining the subset 
includes adding to the subset another subset of access, wherein the another subset 
contains access for which a manage exclusion is released, so that access automatically 
evolves as a result of the completion of an iteration of serial workflow (See col. 10, lines 
65-67). 

Regarding claim 22, Lehmann discloses wherein the access sharing relationship 
is defined between autonomous peers in a distributed network (See col. 3, lines 22-25, 
"online network"). 

Regarding claim 23, Lehmann discloses wherein the access sharing relationship 
is defined between one company and another company (See col. 9, lines 9-10). 
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Regarding claim 24, Lehmann discloses deferring an iteration of access evolution 
for some limited or unlimited period of time by a manage exclusion, providing serial 
workflow (See col. 10, lines 61-64). 

Regarding claim 25, Lehmann discloses executing parallel workflow if access 
evolution is not deferred for some limited or unlimited period of time by a manage 
exclusion, providing parallel workflow (See col. 12, lines 4-10). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 26 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims and overcome the rejection of 1 12. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Merilyn P Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4026. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 

Merilyn Nguyen 
AU2163 
/don wong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2163 



